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and the state has the responsibility to ensure the efficient use of financial 
resources. 

The government hopes that this law will be passed by Parliament in 
October. And I will stress that it is very important that this law is passed 
not separately, but together with the Law on Research and Development. 
The draft for this law is also almost ready and I trust that both laws will be 
passed in one legislative package. This package will go towards solving 
those questions on the direction of higher education and on the relationship 
between research institutions, universities and the state, although there will 
remain, of course, many very important questions. 

These questions represent problems not generated by legal concerns, 
but due to our limited state budget. Unfortunately, a difficult economic 
time cannot be resolved by law, so we are constantly seeking to make use 
of foreign assistance, and I hope that we will be able to obtain foreign 
credits for the further development of higher education and research in 
Estonia. 

Lalov 
Unfortunately the situation in Bulgaria is not as good as in Hungary or 

in Poland and it is very similar to the situation, maybe, in Romania. Our 
problem in the very moment is not the speed of changes, but the direction 
of the changes. More or less we are at the crossroads of this reform. We 
have by now a Law on Autonomy of Institutions of Higher Education 
adopted already three years ago. But this act is, or rather was a good law 
for the very beginning of the process of restructuring higher education. For 
the future development this law, however, is not sufficient. And by now we 
also experienced some negative results stemming from this law. One 
negative effect caused by the Law on Autonomy maybe is a very large 
number of universities . In Bulgaria there exist by now 33 universities 
taking private and public institutions together. This shows the necessity of 
adopting a Law on Accreditation. Such a law should be part of a more 
general Law on the Higher Educational System. But in Bulgaria we still 
have another peculiarity. This is a less effective parliament. So any law on 
higher education must be very short to ensure fast adoption in parliament. 
The first short law of this kind, I think, must be a Law on Accreditation. 
There must be short separate laws, and this is the problem, because a full 
Law on Higher Education would be at the present state of affairs a too 
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difficult work for our parliament The second law, I think, would have to 
assure the compatibility of our educational degrees with the degree-systems 
of other countries. Our present system is just a copy of the Soviet system, 
but we see now that this is very bad for compatibility of our degrees in 
many of the western countries. Therefore, for us it will be necessary to 
decide how many degrees - two or three - we want to have in future at our 
Bulgarian universities and institutions of higher education. 

There is yet another problem. This concerns a Law on Attestation, as 
part of the Law on Evaluation of the Staff-members. Because we have 
many people working in the universities, who are politically discredited 
and professionally unqualified. The number of these people in fact, is very 
high and it is, therefore, necessary to have a legal base for a personal 
assessment of such persons. But all experience made in this question so far 
shows that this is a very controversial and sensitive, in the end highly 
political problem demanding JX?litical action. If we would have a law for 
assessment, for attestation, this would give a legal legitimation and would 
make the procedure maybe more acceptable for all the people involved. 

The last problem I would like to mention here is the problem of full 
universities , as we say. This is, may be, not a problem of law, but never
theless also very important. We have the Kliment Ochridski University of 
Sofia, the largest, most important university of Bulgaria. This university 
has no l'.!griculture, no medicine what is , to my mind, very bad for the 
university. Looking at the medical faculty in Sofia for instance we see that 
this institution, once a part of Kliment Ochridski University, by now has 
grown as large as the whole university. So there is a large problem and 
maybe this is in the end also a problem of legislation. I have noticed with 
interest that our Hungarian colleagues succeeded in defining what is a 
university, what type of faculties a university must contain. So this is our 
legislative problem. This is not the only one. Since, finally, we want a 
general full Law on Higher Education. Maybe the present parliament, 
maybe the future will in the end succeed. 

Eckertova 
I would like to add something to what has already been said about 

higher education in the Czech Republic. It was stated that our countries are 
in a very unstable position at. the moment and that it is therefore difficult to 
judge how many graduates are actually required. There is a tendency at 
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